[Sources of income after being denied disability pension].
Restrictions in eligibility criteria for disability pension were introduced in Norway in 1991. The effect of these restrictions on sources of income is an important question in social policy. 157 first time applicants from two counties who were denied disability pension before (1990) and after (1993) the restrictions were studied three years later. Sources of income were established through searches in registers of wages and social security benefits. NOK 3,000 per month was set as the lowest income allowing economic independence. Of the applicants in 1990, 14% were in the workforce three years later. In the post-restriction 1993 sample, this proportion was 21% (p = 0.29). The proportions receiving disability pension were 25% and 22% respectively. The spouse supported 33% of the 1990 applicants, and 22% in the 1993 sample (p = 0.13). Social welfare was the main source of income for 6% and 10% (p = 0.25). Changes in main sources of income following the restriction were relatively small. The main result of this study is that family support is the most prevalent source of income when disability benefits are denied. This is not in accordance with the Government's policy of promoting gainful employment.